MONTALEMBERT

S

ituated in the South East of Deux-Sèvres, Montalembert is

before the end of the Hundred Years war, according to

South.

The commune of Montalembert gave its name to the horst of
Montalembert. Of tectonic origin, the horst of Montalembert,
which is a raised fault block, is oriented according to the granite
axis of the Massif Armoricain/Massif Central, that is to say
North-West/South-West.
The horst of Montalembert is one of the three main structural
geological elements of the centre of Poitou. The horst of

MONTRAVERS
Montravers is part of the Delta-Sèvre-Argent community of
communes.

Proust (who also possessed the chateau of St Mesmin).
In 1838 Mr Proust sold the castle to Mr Gouraud (a lawyer). He
died young and his widow had a house built near Montravers
that she called la Louisière. In order to build the house, she
ordered that the castle be destroyed so that she could use
were a house and then an agricultural building before being
abandoned.
of the East gable wall. The tower was rebuilt in 2007 and
archeaological digs found the remains of ancient walls.

There are 377 inhabitants of the village of Montravers. The
neighbouring towns are Saint-Mesmin, Combrand, La PommeraieThe commune of Montravers is situated 3km North-West of
Nantaise river.
Montravers used to be called Mautravers which meant ‘mauvais
passage’ (bad passage or crossing). The name would seem to
be appropriate because there have been several ‘bad passages’.
there is evidence that an earlier building existed in the same
to conquer England in 1066. Hugues never came back to France
de Mautravers who was possibly the person who assassinated
Edward II of England in 1327. It is possible that Hugues gave
his name to three communes in the county of Dorset: Langton

de Clisson, who became the princess of Penthièvre by her
marriage to Jean de Bretagne. Towards 1615, the castle
belonged to the Mesnard de Toucheprès family and then to
the Pellot de Trevières around 1668.
Built at the centre of a wooded park overlooking the Sèvre

favour of his nephews. But here in Deux-Sèvres, the Montravers
marriage of Marguerite de Montravers with André Des Meules.

open to the public for visits only at Heritage weekend (Les
Journées du Patrimoine, third weekend of September).

