districts sprung up around these religious buildings.

were the lords of Parthenay in the 17th century.

(tanning factories in faubourg Saint-Paul) and animal and meat

planning. Terracing at the place where the chateau had been, the
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a new main square (Place du Drapeau). There was the building of a
which would allow for the development of family industry (Ayrault

from Thouars, Niort and Bressuire and is

Poitevine which covers the middle third of
the Deux-Sèvres.
The town of Parthenay sits in a meander in the river Thouet. The
and a square with games for children.
Jacques, (Saint-Jacques gateway) was surrounded by town walls.
Numerous remains of the exterior walls and the Porte Saint-Jacques

Downstream, an area has been adapted to harbour a leisure centre.

Parthenay Town Council joined the New Technologies Adventure
became its own internet provider and the local businesses had their
sites hosted free of charge. ‘Intownet’ a message service for the

pedestrian and shopping streets can be found, as well as a district

The name of Parthenay appeared at the beginning of the 11th
century and designated the part of the town that is today known as

price as low as possible for local businesses who wanted to buy one.
Training sessions were set up and were free of charge and internet
was available free of charge for public use in public buildings.

area before the medieval period and it is likely that Parthenay was

to Catholicism, the town became a passing place on a secondary
further south of Niort. This explains the naming of the gateway as
Porte Saint-Jacques. During the Middle Ages the main street was

medieval town on a rocky outcrop overlooking the Thouet river.
Porte Saint-Jacques, you discover the almond shaped towers
with arrow slits and cannon ports. The town centre is made
up of irregular narrow streets and small squares. The citadel

the end of this rocky spur overlooking the Thouet river, stood the

against the French King Philippe Auguste. The King of England gave
Philippe Auguste taking the town in 1207.

- The Palais des Congrès is the place for
It is situated in the town centre and is the place where shows,
is a street with medieval

works, helped the town to resist the seige by the dauphin Charles,
for four months.
Croix, Notre-Dame-de-la-Couldre (inside the walls of the citadel),

