LA PETITE BOISSIÈRE
in the North of the Deux-Sèvres and the inhabitants are known as les
Pivardais and les Pivardaises. There is a legend about the origin of
this name – the legend tells of a vision of the virgin Mary in a stone
cross, pilgrimages and processions to the cross and a nest of baby
woodpeckers that appeared in the cross.
Pommeraie-sur-Sèvre and Montravers.

LA PEYRATTE

had a forge built. The forge was ideally situated near the forest for
its coal and near La Ferrière for its iron rocks. In 1660 the causeway
was raised to a height of 7 metres and the power of the forge was
increased. Over 20 000 cubic metres of wood were used to produce
coal. However, because of the lack of wood, the forge only worked
three or four months a year.
The debit of the Thouet meant that the iron working forge could
of iron produced were used for the manufacturing of agricultural
machinery.

in a region of hedgerows with damp valleys and hills. The town
produce iron bullets and canon balls for the troops of Parthenay
benches for the church were made.

known but the church certainly dates from the 12th century around

in the premises since then.

church being handed over to the Prior and so we can suppose that

The priory church had wooden stalls in the choir separated from the

La Croix Hosannière was built in the 12th century and is also the
work of the monks of Talmont. At 12 metres high it is one of the
tallest croix hosannière in the Deux-Sèvres. It is built in granite
lanternes des morts that exist in the cemeteries of Poitou-Charentes.

square and although built to house four bells, there are only three
The altar was listed in
think it dates from the
17th century and was
probably originally built
for the Church at St
delivered there. It is
metres high and made in
solid oak, painted walnut
and decorated with gold.
It is decorated with the
Franciscan arms.

belvedere has been built so that visitors can see the quarry.

The farm produces and sells ostrich meat, eggs, feathers and leather.

