Saint-Laurs

A

other kilns.

at least the Bronze Age, as a gold necklace from that period has

The church dates from the 11th century. It is situated in the valley

in the mine.

In the middle of the 11th century the village was known as Sanctus
why the village is arranged as it is. The mine workers lived at La
The town hall and the school are between the two.
In the 19th
Poland and the north and east of France to work in the mines. The
management of the mines paid for the nave to be rebuilt. During

school to house the numerous children from the mining families.
(see above).

the patron saint of mine workers.
In the entrance under the bell tower there is a memorial plaque
in the mid 16th
Protestants and Catholics. Father Sabouraud was reknowned for

Le Lavoir de la Grande Fontaine
appearing to celebrate masses which were held in secret in the
calm had been restored in the area, he ventured out to the market

by farmers to water their livestock. The wash house which

used his head as a target for a game called courte boule (ancestor

Le Quaireux
means

to put him down the well and drown him, however the priest
insisted that this would make the water unsafe for drinking and

their way back to the farms. The square has had its present

children were brought there for healing.

or

at its largest a big market was held there on Friday mornings.
Saint Laurent’s day. Cows, horses, sheep, goats and pigs were
sold. The fairs disappeared with the approach of WWI.
(Galibots is an old name for mine
workers). For those who like walking, a 12km walk around
been organised and signposted. If you google
Galibots Saint Laurs

to manage the

Must see:
(centre) and the church (right). Photographs taken by Sue Burgess

