A-Z of the Communes in the Deux-Sèvres
Saint Pompain

S

aint Pompain is a large village in the eastern part of Deux-

name of the village can be found as Saint Pompin in certain
historical documents.
In the 1950s, there were at least thirty shops and businesses,
bars. In one of the bars a small room was used as a hair-dressing
salon on Saturdays.

by Sue Burgess

There were breeders who sold cows and pigs. There was a miller
at the Moulin du Dray and of course there was a tobacconist.

seamstresses and washerwomen (laundresses).
) on the
lavoir).
the washing through the mangle (these had appeared in 1937).

trains.
bought the animals from the local farms and slaughtered the
animals themselves.

There were several stone masons and 3 blacksmiths. The horses
were shoed at the roadside in front of the smithy.
There were wheelwrights and barrel makers, shoemakers and
repairers. saddlers, plumbers and mechanics.

of cakes.
The château of Saint-Pompain was never one of the really
door-to-door with his pony and cart.
Milk was collected from the farms and taken to the dairies at

from Coulonges and Torteron, is haunted. Grandmothers, in
the past, never forgot to tell their grandchildren stories and to

go to bed. Stories
of white ghosts
with long chains
moving through
the large rooms
of the château.
Stories whispered
in local dialect of a
mysterious cavern
whose entrance is
in an inaccessible
place in the rocks

there are traces of ancient buildings which would have been
inns.

stopped working before the Second World War. The kilns were
built into the rocky hillside at the side of the railway line.

A voir / Must see
The church

and spirits.
The old lords of Saint-Pompain were responsible for law and

Saint-Pompain, seems to have taken its name from Pompain
who was martyred in Syria in the 10th century. The church is
The walls of the church contain stones and materials which
suggest that there has been a church here since the 11th

The parish of Saint-Pompain, is the
only one in France which has the
name of Saint Pompain. A saint
who was tortured in Syria with Saint
the 5th century.
The church, which dates from
the 11th and 12th centuries, was
restored, altered and enlarged in the
19th century.

oldest part of the château, like the vaults and the cellars, date
from the 12th or 13th century at the latest. A charter dated
Saint Pompain.

considered to be one of the most remarkable in the Bas-Poitou
region. It has the signature of a certain Guillaume (Guilhermus
described it. The doorway has been massively restored and not
much of the original now remains.
The bell tower dates from the 12th century.

Photographs by Sue Burgess

was a stopover point between Saint-Maixent and Fontenay and
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